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absence, the case would satisfy the requirements of Hill's Joint Method of Agreement and Difference, and not only should we be able to exclude the imperfection of proof arising from Plurality of Causes (which attaches to a mere concomitance of presence), but, having established that one of the phenomena was a cause of the other, we should know moreover that it was the only cause.7
Having, however, suggested this positive method of dealing with the Tables, Bacon is shy of pursuing it, and recurs at once to his favourite idea of employing a series of " exclusions " or cr rejections." " To arrive immediately at a knowledge of forms by mere affirmation is suitable to the intelligence of God (the creator of Forms) or perchance to angels, but it is certainly far above the power of man, to whom it is only granted to proceed first by negatives, and in the last place to end in affirmatives, after every manner of exclusion." He then proceeds (Aph. 16) to state the precise manner in which the Method of Exclusions is to be applied. " The first work of true induction (as far as regards the discovery of forms) is the rejection or exclusion of the several natures which are not found in some instance where the given nature is present; or are found in some instance where the given nature is absent; or are found to increase in some instance where the given nature decreases, or to decrease where the given nature increases." Of these grounds of rejection it may be remarked that, owing to the possibility of a Plurality of Causes, the " given nature " might be present without the other nature, or might increase while the other nature was decreasing, even though this last was one of the causes capable of producing it. Hence a '' rejection " on either of these grounds might be unwarranted.
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